ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
The air valve includes a valve body for controlling opera- 
5 tions to open and close the communication between an air 
pressure chamber and an air outlet, a piezoelectric ele- 
ment for generating driving force in the form of displace- 
ments, and a displacement enlarging mechanism for enlarg- 
ing the small displacements generated by the piezoelectric 

10 element by the principle of a pry and applying the 

enlarged displacements to the valve body. The enlarged 
displacements cause a large and sufficient gap to be de- 
veloped between the air pressure chamber and the air out- 
let when a voltage is applied to the piezoelectric ele- 

15 ment. When the applying of voltage to the piezoelectric 
element is stopped, the resetting force of the piezoelec- 
tric element itself causes the gap to be closed quickly. 
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